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Abstract 
Forensic nursing is also a new province occurred in parallel with the theory of professional nursing and development 
scientifically. In Turkey, nurses in forensic services try to improve their knowledge and abilities by gaining experience on 
forensic cases in departments they work and joining vocational training courses.    In our country, when we consider nursing 
education, it is seen that forensic nursing subjects are not regarded enough in curriculum. Meanwhile, in some universities, it has 
started to be optional subject. This study was planned descriptively to assess knowledge level of nursing students in Health of 
School of Mehmet Akif Ersoy University on forensic nursing concept and legal responsibilities of forensic nurses and forensic 
medicine issues.  
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1. Introduction 
Forensic medicine is a multidisciplinary field searching issues of law related to medicine in medical sciences. It 
includes science and occupation subjects such as forensic dentistry, medical law, forensic engineering, and forensic 
nursing. Forensic traffic especially forensic pathology, forensic psychiatry (Kent-Wilkinson, 1999, p. 107 [7]; 
Koç&Biçer, 2009, p. 1 [8]). Forensic science services subserve to justice by evaluating judicial events with trauma 
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within scientific principles, examining forensic dead, autopsy process, identifying ID, interpreting facts of sexual 
attacks, appointing age and disability, identifying penalty and juristical responsibility. Evaluating the person’s 
perception ability of the committed act’s juristical significance and results (Özden&Yıldırım, 2009, p. 74 [10]). 
Health staffs have responsibility to evaluate forensic events and administrate legal process.  
All health services can be the part of a forensic process as health services towards forensic events have potential 
to be medical application fault or to be a complaint file. So the importance of health staff trained for forensic event 
increases. Whereas the number of health staff trained for forensic medicine is not enough to give necessary services. 
In recent years, forensic nursing is also a new province occurred in parallel with the theory of professional nursing 
and development scientifically. Forensic nursing is a service presenting the nurse’s knowledge and experiments to 
justice. McNamara the first user of forensic nursing Notion (1987) stated that nurses trained on forensic medicine 
should be in charge of recognition of evidences, collecting and observing them. Nurses got the chance for joining 
studies on forensic events owing to The International Association of Forensic Nurses (IFAN) founded in1992. In 
1995, American Nurses Association (ANA) considered nursing as a province (Eşiyok, Hancı, Özdemir&Yelken, 
2004, p. 169 [4]). According to IFAN and ANA, forensic nurses working field can be summarized like this (İnanır, 
Pamir&Kaya, 2009, p. 2 [6]).  
Clinic: Responsible for collecting evidence that belong to martyr/perpetrator, taking samples, recording, saving 
and reporting to related competent authorities (Eşiyok et al., 2004, p.169 [4]). 
Sexual Assault Examination: Forensic nurse prepares the patient in sexual assault examination, helps the 
examination done by the doctor. Moreover, she is responsible for collecting the evidences found in martyr correctly, 
applying test and treatment for illnesses rubbed on sexual affairs and informing about birth control methods (Eşiyok 
et al., 2004, pp.169-170 [4]; Akgöz Çevik & Başer, 2012, p. 145 [1]).  
Psychiatry: Responsible for applying treatment that the doctor requests for the one with mental disorder and 
committed a crime and taking care of the patient. Thus, monitoring the patient, determining the changes of the 
patient and recording them are important. 
Death Searches: The nurse has responsibility for the issues such as informing the kins of the dead about 
procedure and providing social support etc.  
Detention Room/Jail: Responsible for applying the treatment demanded by the doctor for the prisoner in bad 
health, caring and pursuance (Eşiyok et al., 2004, p. 170 [4]). 
Geriatrics: Responsible for evaluating the old staying in nursing homes or asylums by means of abuse or 
negligence and protecting their rights (Akgöz Çevik & Başer, 2012, p. 149[1]) 
Child Protection Unit: Responsible for getting the child martyr’s history, preparing for examination and taking 
him to suitable place. 
In Turkey, nurses in forensic services try to improve their knowledge and abilities by gaining experience on 
forensic cases in departments they work and joining vocational training courses. It cannot be ignored that a nurse 
trained on forensic medicine are so useful for revealing forensic cases, preparing individuals for examination, 
getting samples, saving and sending to right lab, giving medical and juristic support, and saving forensic documents. 
In our country, when we consider nursing education, it is seen that forensic nursing subject are not regarded enough 
in curriculum. Meanwhile, in some universities, it has started to be optional subject (Özden&Yıldırım, 2009, p. 75 
[10]). For example, ‘Basic Concepts in Forensic Sciences’ and ‘Basic Concepts in Forensic Medicine’ in Istanbul 
University Florence Nightingale Nursing Faculty, in ‘Forensic Nursing’ in Istanbul University Bakırköy Health 
Academy, in Muğla University Health Academy ‘Forensic Nursing’ as a degree course, in Marmara University 
Health Sciences Institute Surgical Diseases Nursing Department ‘Forensic Nursing’ as a master degree course are 
taught (Çilingir&, Hintistan, 2012, p. 11 [3]). Also, forensic cases not regarded in nursing department much concern 
the nurses in business life and legal applications. According to Nursing Law Article 4, ‘Nurses are responsible for 
applying treatment given by doctors as written (except for urgency).  
They determine the needs of an individual, family and society about health. They are the health staff who plan 
nursing activities, apply, control and assess for the needs determined during nursing period (“Türk Hemşireler 
Dernegi”, 2013, para. 5 [12]). Also, all nursing students in hospitals join the applications as a part of curriculum. 
Nursing students and working nurses in application fields have potentiality to affect legal process negatively 
because of the lack of information about communication with martyr/perpetrator and his family and evaluating 
evidences.Furthermore, there is a phrase In Turkish Criminal Code (Article: 281), ‘exterminating crime evidences, 
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hiding or changing, the person who exterminates the evidences, deletes, hides, changes or spoils in order to block 
the truth to be revealed is punished. If this crime is committed by civil servant in relation to his duty, punishment is 
increased (“Türkiye Büyük Millet Meclisi”, 2004 [11]). This study was planned descriptively to assess knowledge 
level of nursing students in Health of School of Mehmet Akif Ersoy University on forensic nursing concept and 
legal responsibilities of forensic nurses and forensic medicine issues.  
 
2. Method 
 
This was a descriptive cross-sectional study. The study population was 183 volunteered nursing students, 
attending the 3rd and 4th year (in academic year of 2012-2013) of Health of School of Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
University. The data were collected by means of a questionnaire, on forensic nursing concept and legal 
responsibilities of forensic nursing, and forensic medicine issues, included 13 questions and prepared by the 
researcher. The data were analyzed by "SPSS" program. 
 
3. Results 
 
The survey prepared for the study was applied to 135 women and 48 men and totally 183 students. Sample group 
consists of nearly %74 women and %26 men. %42, 6 of interviewed of people were 3 class students, %57, 4 were 4 
class students. Mean age of students was 22, 3 years. 
The phrases related to legal responsibilities of a nurse, ‘Health staff have legal responsibility on forensic case 
declaration’ and ‘Each medical paper has potential to gain forensic document qualifications’ were answered truly by 
nearly % 75 of students. Also, the rate of true answer to the phrase ‘Health staff have criminal, juristical, 
administrative and vocational responsibilities’ is %49,7.Through health staff’s criminal, juristical, administrative 
and vocational responsibilities, each medical paper can be a forensic document from the acceptance of the patient to 
the hospital till being discharged. During this period, when health staff notices any forensic situation, it is necessary 
for starting legal period for martyr/perpetrator. In curriculum of nursing department, the importance of medical 
documents for justice, responsibilities of a nurse towards an individual, society and justice are taught as a course. 
Despite this, %25 of people interweaved answered the questions wrong. And it establishes that subject must be in a 
different course curriculum. 
In questions to assess the level of knowledge of students on forensic medicine subject,%44 of participants know 
forensic circumstance definition,%32,2 know the meaning of malpractice which is a part of  forensic process and 
%31,1 know that determination of forensic cases is not only done by forensic medicine departments. 
Nurses are often the first health staff in all departments who connect the martyr/perpetrator and care them. So 
nurses should know forensic medicine subjects and forensic nursing concept in order to fulfil their responsibilities 
(İnanır et al., 2009 [6] ). In a study, it is noticed that nurses have deficits about collecting forensic evidences, saving, 
sending to related institutions and appraising forensic facts (Özden&Yıldırım, 2009, p. 74 [10]). In another study, it 
is noticed that education and approaches of nurses working in emergency service towards forensic cases are not 
enough. In addition, %68 of the students do not know the definition of malpractice which is a part of forensic 
process. Malpractice considered as forensic case is a harm which occure in the patient because of not doing standard 
applications to the standard patient by health staff, lack of ability or not giving appropriate treatment. Malpractice 
cases often seen in foreign countries become widespread in our country too (Beyaztaş, 2001, p. 49 [2]). It is noticed 
in the study that %87,4 of the students do not know nursing concept, similarly %90,7 do not know nurses working 
fields. In one of the studies by Gökdoğan and Erkol (2005 [5]) searching for forensic nursing subject in our country, 
while it is stated that in İstanbul, %64, 4 of the nurses do not know the definition of forensic nursing and the roles, 
the rate is established as %83, 8 in Bolu in the same study (p.16). 
Table 1. Legal Responsibilities and Level of Knowledge on Forensic Cases of Forensic Nurses 
 
 True  False I Don’t Know Total 
 % % %  
Health staff have legal responsibilities 
about forensic case declaration 
 
79,2 4,9 15,8 100,0 
133 Işıl Kalayci et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  131 ( 2014 )  130 – 134 
Each medical paper has potential to be 
forensic document 
 
73,8 7,1 19,1 100,0 
Health staff have criminal, juridical, 
administrative and professional 
responsibilities 
 
49,7 7,1 43,2 100,0 
Car crush, electricity shock, falling 
down, violence in the family, sexual 
attacks, sudden/with unknown reason 
death, examining forensic document, 
intoxications, addiction are some 
forensic cases. 
 
44,2 38,8 12,5 100,0 
Nothing is done to a child under 18 
without his permission although his 
parents want. 
 
19,1 54,1 26,8 100,0 
Nurses should have communication 
based on esteem and confidence with 
martyr/perpetrator 
 
27,9 23,0 49,2 100,0 
Health staff should have forensic 
psychiatry education besides 
psychiatry education. 
 
71,0 9,3 19,7 100,0 
Practice is a situation caused by the 
mistakes of health staff. 
 
32,2 23,5 44,3 100,0 
 
4. Results 
 
As a conclusion, it is stated that students do not have enough information about forensic medicine subjects and 
nursing concept. 
In some countries, forensic nurses are responsible for defining, collecting, saving and recording forensic 
evidences (Lynch&Duval, 2006, p. 189 [9]). Although in our country, nurses have been working in this field for 
many years, duty definition has not done and described legally. So in order to establish and prevent crime and 
violence cases which are social facts as well as forensic ones, it is necessary to be specialized for nurses in 
applications and legal arrangements must be done. For this reason, there must be compulsory courses including 
basic subjects of forensic medicine in nursing basic training. Thus, nurses should be developed by vocational 
educations and master programmes for forensic medicine services. 
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